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PRESS RELEASE
« Potato against poverty »

Deep inside the potatoes’ country, in Leuze-en-Hainaut, 

Four actors involve to sensitise people, 
and especially children to the International Year of the  Potato
Leuze-en-Hainaut, 23th of May 2008

Proclaiming 2008 as International Year of Potato, ONU wanted to sensitise people with the importance of potatoes in the struggle against malnutrition and poverty in underdeveloped countries (www.potato2008.org).  In industrialized countries, nutritional qualities of potatoes are pointed up, as well as professional performances for nutritional security, promotion and research development.  The main producer countries of potatoes, included Belgium, associated to this problem. 
The potato plays an important role in the Belgium history: it is not only the raw material of our national meal, the Belgian fry, which has a worldwide reputation, but furthermore, it appears in daily meals of all generations, from younger to older. Despite his small size, Belgium is in the world producers’ top 20 (with a production of 3 millions tons in 2007); the country benefit from a potato output by acre among the highest and is even the third finished products exporter.  

A Task Force initiated by Belgapom gathers representatives of channel, from producer to consumer. It develops 3 promotion axes through professionals, schools and consumers (see www.pommedeterre2008.be ).

A panel often visits professionals’ candidates in the event BPQA (Best Potato Quality Award) from the beginning of the production season, until the yield keeping.  The awards of best potatoe producers of Belgium will be discerned during the professional fair Interpom from 30th of November to 2nd of December 2008, which will especially tribute the International Year of Potato 2008.
Schools have, by APAQ-W and VLAM, pedagogical form for teachers - from 1st nursery grade to 6th first grade -, gardening lessons, pedagogical tools (didactic leaflets « Potato who are you? »). They can visit production units (preparation or transformation), from May 2008 to March 2009.  A picture’s event is also managed. 800 schools yet answered to the March request, with already 62.585 conscious children.

Consumers are also concerned with a lot of actions, as diverse as rewarding. An example among others is “the potato, a hidden treasure” folder that considers by many funny ways some information about this cultivation and the Potatomania campaign suggesting a lot of delicious receipes with potatoes.

The western Hainaut owns a lot of assets considering potatoes’ cultivation and transformation. It’s in this region that Lutosa, the1st potatoes’ Belgian transformer, implanted in 30 years.
« With 1 of 5 potatoes cultivated in Belgium transformed in one of our plants, it was obvious that Lutosa praised potato during all this year. » explain Sir Guy Van den Broeke, director. 

So in this way some open doors are going to be organised at the end of this month on Leuze-en-Hainaut area. From 23rd to 30th of May, 850 school children from 5th and 6th first grade from Hainaut are going to be received on the 23rd, 24th and 31st May. It will be a opportunity for staff members and their families, suppliers, farmers and neighbours to participate in this special event.
In the agenda, there will have a didactic movie, an exposition of former farming engines from 19th century beginning with a comparison of recent engines, a didactic exposition on different potato’s aspects (origin, cultivation, transformation).A rail trip of the plant, the uncovering of production areas and of course a free testing of fries. Finally a shop where visitors can donate to the funds organised by Lutosa for the International Year of Potato 2008.

During May 2009, in Flanders, Lutosa’s plant located in St-Eloois-Vijve (Waregem) - Primeur and Vanelo-, is going to receive several neighbouring schools too.
Leuze-en-Hainaut city also wanted to join the initiative, not only by the participation of schools to the Lutosa’s pedagogical week, but by the way of a “greedy trip” organisation the 31st of August 2008, with potato as reference. The city is also involved to assure logistic and security in the next day Lutosa’s events. Finally, the 27th and 30th, community schools of Leuze-en-Hainaut are going to receive a special meal with potato as main ingredient, from soup to dessert as well as entree and main dish.  

Behind all these actions it’s a total commitment around the Belgian potato of the whole channel composed by : Conseil Wallon de Filière Pomme de Terre, Belgapom,  VLAM, APAQ-W, Lutosa  but also a lot of local partnership that are going to share for a long time their common passion for this precious tuber which has so much richness.
Contacts: 

BELGAPOM (Belgian Task Force): Romain Cools tél.: 09 339 12 52 | romain@fvphouse.be

CWPDT: Christian Ducatillon  tél.: 068 26 46 50 | ferme@carah.be

APAQ-W: Luc Roisin tél. : 081 331717 | luc.roisin@apaqw.be

ADMINISTRATION COMMUNALE DE LEUZE-EN-HAINAUT Marie-Thérèse Garçon tél. : 0494 352977 | mtg@swing.be
LUTOSA Françoise Saint-Ghislain tél. : 069 668318 | francoise.saint-ghislain@lutosa.com
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